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By Pat Myers

In Week 1378 we asked for song 
parodies about Life in the Age of 
Corona. As usual, the Empress 
received hundreds and hundreds 
of songs, along with videos. Since 
we can include so few here, 
pleeeze check out the MANY 
fabulous inking entries from all 
genres at wapo.st/invite1382. 

4th place:
To “Be Our Guest”: 
We must test, we must test,
See how far this has progressed.
Only then can we go back to work, 
The experts all suggest.
We need more, quite a lot,
To find out who’s well or not;
Being lacking in this vein meant
Major failures in containment.

Trump delayed, underplayed,
And so now we’re all dismayed
That in total covid cases we’re the 
best!  
Go on, stop being grouchy,
Please heed Doctor Fauci:
We must test! We must test! We 
must test! 
(Jesse Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.)  

3rd place:
To “There’s No Business Like 
Show Business” 
There’s no virus like cov-virus 
like no virus we know;  
Everything about it is surprising, 
even though our scientists are 
shrewd;  
No one has a cure, there’s no 
disguising: we’re realizing we’re 
prob’ly screwed.  

Take heart, people! Be smart, 
people; stay home and you’ll 
survive — 
Even though that turkey’s looking 
mighty bleak --
It’s grown a fungus and tends to 
reek; 
Still, you get to eat it for another 
week!
Enjoy being alive! 
(Beverley Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.) 

2nd place and the poster 
“Thou Shalt Not Covid 
Thy Neighbor’s Spouse”: 
To “I Hope You Dance”:  
I welcome you to this week’s virtual 
meeting; 
A couple Zoom rules I think really 
bear repeating:  
May you never interrupt the one 
who’s speaking, 
. . .  Hold on . . . Shirley, press your 
mute, your kids are shrieking, 
Vanessa, move your cat, ’cause 
he’s blocking off your screen there,
Oh, Larry, back up, we’re all looking 
at your nose hair,  
Promise me that you’ll eat 
breakfast in advance,  
And if you do stand up, I hope you 
had the chance  
To put on pants. 
Dear God, wear pants. 
(Hildy Zampella, Alexandria) 

And the winner of the 
Lose Cannon:  
To “New York New York”:  
“Stop readin’ the news, it’s fake 
anyway,  
Don’t say that I’m the start of it,
New York, New York.  
Your governor’s views aren’t 
leanin’ my way,
And so I’ll have no part of it,  
New York, New York.  

Did I make promises that I don’t 
plan to keep?  
There’s other orders to fill --
Read ’em and weep!

If your ICUs are troubled today,  
Then let’s get to the heart of it,  
New York New York . . .   
You want to ventilate? 
Then tell your Prez he’s great,  
It’s up to you, New York, New York!
(Mark Raffman, Reston) 

The second wave:
Honorable mentions
To Oklahoma!: 
Ohhhh! Corona! You’re a nasty 
virus, no mistake!  
First we said “fake news” and hit 
the snooze –
Now GM must ventilators make!
Ohhhhh! Corona! Have you seen 
what’s happened to the Dow?  
Needless work avoid, I’m 
unemployed 
Gotta save our economics now!

My streaming is way out of hand,
And I’m tired of food that is 
canned! 
And when we pray  . . . Lord!  
Please get me through this day! 
Protect us from the covid-19 from 
corona,  
Oh, corona! Go ’way!  
(Jessica Steinhice Mathews, Stanley, 
Va.) 

To Tonight: 
Tonight, tonight, 
I’ll be at home tonight  
I’m not supposed to set foot 
outside 
Tonight, tonight, I’ll eat alone 
tonight 
Since my table is not six feet wide 
Tonight, I’ll watch last year’s World 
Series, 

A ’90s U.S. Open, 
The Frazier-Ali fight. 
The sky’s still light, 
But I’ll be turning in for the night. 
Good night.  (Rob Cohen, Potomac)  

Still running — deadline 
Monday, May 4: Our contest for 
bogus trivia about spring. See 
wapo.st/invite1381. 
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Distance-sing: Corona parodies 

Diversions

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

yourself more run down than usual. 
Sleep, meditate and think. You 
begin to find your thoughts 
deepened and intensified as you 
dig for answers with vigorous 
determination. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Communication and enthusiasm 
from others thrill you today. The 
focus is on friendship and group 
activities that you follow online. 
Accept the many invitations that 
come your way. You feel more 
popular than you have in some time. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today emphasizes fun and good 
times, particularly with an elderly 
relative. Make sure you check in 
and see that everything is all right. 
Try not to let minor hassles at the 
workplace upset your equilibrium. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan 19)
You seem to have a case of 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY | May 3: Insightful, clever and charming, you create a winner of a year. New financial 
opportunities appear in May, August and December. Make choices and pursue goals on Fridays, your lucky day 
each week. If single, you postpone the decisive action needed to ensure success in love. If attached, you, who 
place a lot of demands on your partner, decide to ease up, and romantic bliss ensues. Capricorn makes their own 
decisions. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
A former physical complaint 
manifests itself again, mainly 
because of stress. You are so 
brave, and you’ve kept it in for so 
long. But today, find time to take 
care of yourself. Good news comes 
your way, in financial form. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Children are the happy focus of the 
day. After a few nights of restless 
sleep, brilliant ideas abound. Fresh 
personal starts are indicated. 
Expect to be doing a lot of 
brainstorming. A creative project 
will go very well.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Today finds you redecorating your 
home. Moods are high, and in 
keeping with your already expansive 
way, rather overindulgent. There’s 
nothing small or petty about the 
way you decorate, especially not 
now. You go all out. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
You seem to be doing a lot of 
thinking, talking and local running 
around. Naturally analytical, you 
use this period profitably by 
reexamining plans or ideas and 
discarding whatever or whomever 
is no longer valuable.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You feel like buying, and could go a 
bit overboard. Luxury items have a 
very strong appeal. However, 
today’s aspects are not good for 
large-scale spending, as you will 
most likely have to return what you 
purchase.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Your personal magnetism is high, 
and you attract the attention of 
higher ups. But be careful. You get 
in over your head, and conflict may 
accompany an immense sex 
appeal. Do not use others or let 
yourself be used. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.22)
Take care of yourself mentally or 
physically since you could find 

Horoscope

wanderlust today. As you cannot go 
on a real vacation, take a virtual 
one. The yearning will also be 
quenched by browsing through 
travel books or even just calling a 
long-distance pal. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Joint income improves today, 
although there may be a few 
disagreements with your partner 
along the way. Obtaining loans is 
favored, but some might feel 
unduly pressured to make a 
financial decision. You need to do 
your best balancing act. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
A new friendship might be found 
with a fiery, communicative person. 
You are likely to share similar 
outlooks and will learn from each 
other. Watch out, however, for 
domestic or romantic discord at 
home. If attached, your mate is 
volatile.

“UNDERCOVER 
WORK” By HOANG-
KIM VU and 
JESSICA ZETZMAN

ACROSS
 1 Features of 

many beds
 6 Curly coif
 10 Evite request
 14 Like half a towel 

set
 18 Cliff dwelling
 19 Place at the pier
 20 World’s smallest 

island nation
 21 Lamb pen name
 22 *Rejects, in a 

way
 24 “... but maybe 

I’m wrong”
 25 Took off
 26 Rest, in Rioja
 27 Nutmeg State 

Ivy Leaguer
 28 Social media 

movement since 
2017

 29 Movie SFX
 30 Fashion 

monogram
 31 Speeds up
 34 Carolina 

quarterback 
with a Heisman 
Trophy

 37 Kneeling 
quarterback Tim 
with a Heisman 
Trophy

 38 Mount
 40 State to be true
 41 Part of CDC: 

Abbr.
 43 How some like 

it?
 45 NFL sportscaster 

Collinsworth
 46 Green film on 

bronze
 49 Down in the 

dumps
 50 Style of earrings
 51 Kylo in “The 

Rise of 
Skywalker”

 52 Commonly 
misplaced 
camera part

 53 Run, as a 
museum

 55 Sees
 57 Features of 

many 48-Down
 58 Celeb, say
 59 Dojo instructor
 60 Visibility reducer
 61 Enemy
 62 Comes together
 63 Rise to an 

exalted level, as 
spirits

 64 Early 
Southwestern 
natives around 
the Virgin River

 67 Persian for “king”
 69 Rode teacups, 

say
 71 Inc. relative
 73 Squeezes (out)
 74 “Fiddler” toasting 

song
 77 Dadaist Jean
 78 __ the line
 79 Chart with lines
 80 Largest U.S. 

federation of 
unions

 81 Aerospace task
 83 Head, for short
 84 Cloud of gloom
 86 Musk in the 

news
 87 Dre protégé
 88 Gp. that looks to 

the stars?
 89 Soul mate, with 

“the”
 90 Salon colors
 91 Pub flier
 92 Dog
 94 Reps’ pitches
 96 Peels out
 99 Have humble 

pie
 101 Side dish piece
 104 Taken in

 105 Chinese 
gambling mecca

 107 Informal 
rejection

 108 Dish
 110 Scores
 112 Bitter
 113 *Journeys that 

aren’t fun
 115 Christchurch 

native
 116 Lands like a 

rock
 117 Like some 

inappropriate 
comments

 118 Navel variety
 119 Pull hard
 120 “My bad!”
 121 Combat vet’s 

affliction
 122 Highlighter hues

DOWN
 1 Fresh
 2 Narnia creator 

C.S.
 3 Disney mermaid
 4 Check additions
 5 Boils
 6 Syst. with hand 

signals

 7 *“Landslide” 
group

 8 Search through 
hastily

 9 Selecting
 10 Numismatist’s 

prize
 11 Basking goals
 12 Big engine 

sound
 13 *Revere
 14 Take down
 15 *Nissan Leaf, 

e.g.
 16 Jewelry-inspired 

pop nickname
 17 Lustrous fabric
 20 Happy eating 

word
 23 Swedish auto
 32 NYC or London 

area
 33 President’s 

protector ... and 
a hint to the 
circled letters

 35 Captain America 
portrayer Chris

 36 Waters
 37 Quisling’s crime
 39 “__ bien!”
 41 Idea

 42 *Inverts
 44 “Rappa Ternt 

Sanga” artist
 47 Stick, as a 

landing
 48 Phone 

downloads
 49 Former NCAA 

football ranking 
sys.

 50 *Farmers’ 
market find

 52 Vientiane people
 54 Important Kenya 

export
 56 Flight safety org.
 61 *Dish commonly 

made with cod
 62 Proofreaders’ 

proofs
 65 Pseudonym 

letters
 66 One of the Marx 

Brothers
 68 Where stars are 

honored: Abbr.
 69 “Ditto”
 70 Kat’s sister in 

“The Hunger 
Games”

 72 Novelist 
Deighton

 75 Verizon bundle
 76 Long time span
 78 Fancy cake 

feature
 79 Felino 

doméstico
 82 Digital sound?
 83 Ballet garb
 85 Discomfiting 

look
 88 Add zest to
 90 Dear Abbey for 

many?
 93 Emotional 

problem
 95 Bubbly brand
 96 Unreliable
 97 __ al Ghul: 

daughter of a 
Batman enemy

 98 Salsa holder
 100 Bleachers’ dig
 101 Crunchy snack
 102 Adjust on a 

lapel, perhaps
 103 Ayes
 106 Birthing room 

docs
 109 Loyal
 111 __Tok: video 

sharing service
 114 HDTV choice
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“GET MOVING” 
By PAM AMICK 
KLAWITTER

ACROSS
 1 One on a stroll
 7 Absolute
 13 Some 

recyclables
 19 Louisiana 

cuisine
 20 Gets the old 

gang together
 21 Tapas bar 

libation
 22 LEAP
 24 Acts as a 

self-appointed 
regulator of

 25 Bit of a jam
 26 Glitterati groups
 27 Film studio VIP
 28 Tint
 29 Eccentric sort
 32 God, in Genoa
 33 Accept as true
 36 DASH
 39 Make anew, as 

a trench
 42 Liquid from a 

trunk
 45 Summoned, in 

a way
 46 Portable Asian 

shelter
 47 Elliott of hip-hop
 48 Half a frozen 

potato brand
 49 Keyboards with 

stops
 52 Forensic 

analysts, briefly
 54 Prefix with act 

or play
 55 Readied for 

impact
 57 Figure __
 59 It may be fake
 61 Speed Wagon 

make
 62 Some saxes
 63 Instrument in a 

piano trio
 65 River craft for 

early French 
explorers

 67 Husband-and-
wife creators of 
Curious George

 68 BOLT
 71 PC virus check
 74 They may 

precede bat flips
 76 Bring joy to
 77 Chips on the 

table
 78 Love of 

Lennon’s life
 80 Copy
 81 DKNY label 

creator
 83 Wee
 84 Layer of bricks
 86 Sermon 

subjects
 88 One carrying a 

torch

 91 Turncoat
 92 Billy Joel’s 

songwriting 
daughter

 93 Thesis: Abbr.
 95 Ávila aunts
 96 EMT 

destinations
 97 Dorm diet 

staple
 98 HOP
 102 Queued up
 104 Butte-to-Helena 

dir.
 105 E-flat equivalent
 108 More, in 

Mazatlán
 110 URL ending
 111 “Being and 

Nothingness” 
author

 113 Drive-__
 115 Reach
 118 SKIP
 121 Sir __, 

nickname for 
the NBA’s 
Barkley

 122 Safer on TV
 123 Baum’s good 

witch
 124 Flower features

 125 Golf course 
design features

 126 “Gunsmoke” 
star

DOWN
 1 Hail __
 2 Head honcho
 3 Suisse capital
 4 Call from the 

back
 5 ’70s 

supergroup, 
initially

 6 Like many 
AARP mems.

 7 Depleted sea
 8 Make a home 

(in)
 9 Cosmonaut’s 

home
 10 Pre-med subject
 11 Strips in a 

darkroom, 
briefly

 12 “Cats” 
monogram

 13 New Zealand 
settler

 14 Blowup: Abbr.
 15 Letters before 

Fridays

 16 VAULT
 17 Place
 18 Postpaid encl.
 21 Word in a 

“What’s done is 
done” proverb

 23 Kitchen prep job
 27 Teeth: Pref.
 30 2/3 of 100?
 31 Online greeting
 33 Like a ruined 

balloon
 34 White fur
 35 Marble 

characteristic
 37 Gp. for good 

drivers
 38 Cry from a sting
 40 “Got it”
 41 Greek sandwich
 42 Bollywood 

soundtrack 
strings

 43 Singer with 
numbered 
albums

 44 RUN
 50 Jodie Foster 

title role
 51 Rural skyline 

feature
 53 Orally report

 56 Barely worth 
mentioning

 58 Errand runner
 60 Part of NCAA: 

Abbr.
 63 Apple leftovers
 64 37-Down’s 

Ernie
 65 Tweet creator, 

at times
 66 A-apple link
 68 Brief sign of 

status
 69 __ hammer
 70 Place with pins 

and balls
 72 Rose extract
 73 Russian 

rejections
 75 Sábado, on 

viernes
 77 Cherry-flavored 

brandy
 78 “A Jug of Wine 

... ” poet
 79 Animated 

queen
 81 Word with 

bread or butter
 82 Little helper?
 83 Stands for
 85 Yoked pair

 87 Picking from a 
mug book

 89 Part of LLC: 
Abbr.

 90 Royal headwear
 94 Rat Pack leader
 98 Sacks
 99 Sign up
 100 Fixed rate
 101 Uses 

HelloFresh, say
 103 Can’t get 

enough of
 106 Cologne’s river
 107 Nudges along
 108 “Big” fast-food 

orders
 109 Tylenol target
 111 Garbage hauler
 112 Rob __: 

cocktails
 114 Some, in San 

Juan
 116 Nest egg 

acronym
 117 Bracket shape
 118 Early hrs.
 119 Franchise-

based 
supermarket 
chain

 120 Photog’s choice
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New contest for Week 1382:
For us, it’s still Post Time

Breed Real Quiet (1998) with Smarty Jones 
(2004) and name the foal  RealLY Quiet

Decidedly (1962) x Whiskery (1927)  = Covid Day 19 

His Eminence (1901) x Pensive (1944) = Cardinal 
Knowledge 

MacBeth II (1888) x Chant (1884) = Double Double 

Like Everything Else in the World, this year’s 
Kentucky Derby has been postponed from the usual first 
Saturday in May;  it’s now scheduled for Sept. 5.  But why 
should that stop The Style Invitational from galloping on 
ahead with what’s usually our most popular contest of the 
year? There’s a twist, though: We’re not using the usual 
list of horses nominated for this year’s Triple Crown races. 
Below is a list of 100 of the 145 previous   Kentucky 
Derby winners, from 1875 to 2019.  “Breed” any two of 
the names and name the “foal” to humorously  reflect 
the parents’ names, as in the examples above.    As usual, 
you get to submit up to 25 foal names. 

Yes,  there are only three fillies on the list. And there 
are several geldings.  We’re word people, not science 
experts. Sheesh.

bob staake for the washington post

 As in actual thoroughbred racing, a name may not 
exceed 18 characters including spaces,  but the 
characters may include  punctuation and numerals. You 
may run words together to stay within 18 characters, but 
the name should be easy to read.  Please note the 
formatting instructions on this week’s entry form. 

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-
1382 (no capitals in the Web address). Deadline is 
Monday, May 11; results will appear May 31 in print, May 
28 online.

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second place receives a trophy, too — 
one donated specifically for the foal contest by Loser 
Drew Bennett: It’s a shiny brass rear half of a horse on a 
faux-marble pedestal. 

Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best 
Results, Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole 
Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our 
lusted-after Loser magnets, “Too-Weak Notice” or 
“Certificate of (de) Merit.” First Offenders receive only a 
smelly tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first 
ink). See general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/
InvRules. The headline “Distance-sing” is by Tom Witte; 
Tom also  wrote the  honorable-mentions subhead.   Join 
the Devotees  group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev. 
“Like” the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook 
at bit.ly/inkofday; follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly 
online column reviews each new contest and set of 
results.  Especially if you’re thinking of entering the horse 
name contest, check out the Convo at wapo.st/conv1382.

Gallant Fox
Twenty Grand
Burgoo King
Brokers Tip
Cavalcade
Omaha
Bold Venture
War Admiral
Johnstown
Whirlaway
Shut Out
Count Fleet
Pensive
Hoop, Jr.
Assault
Jet Pilot
Citation
Ponder
Middleground
Dark Star
Determine
Swaps
Needles
Venetian Way
Carry Back
Decidedly
Northern Dancer
Lucky Debonair
Kauai King
Forward Pass
Majestic Prince
Dust Commander
Secretariat
Cannonade

Foolish Pleasure
Bold Forbes
Seattle Slew
Affirmed
Spectacular Bid
Genuine Risk
Swale
Spend A Buck
Ferdinand
Winning Colors
Sunday Silence
Unbridled
Strike the Gold
Sea Hero
Go for Gin
Grindstone
Silver Charm
Real Quiet
Charismatic
War Emblem
Smarty Jones
Street Sense
Big Brown
Super Saver
Animal Kingdom
I’ll Have Another
Orb
California Chrome
American Pharoah
Always Dreaming
Justify
Country House

Aristides
Vagrant
Day Star
Fonso
Hindoo
Apollo
Buchanan
Joe Cotton
MacBeth II
Spokane
Riley
Kingman
Lookout
Chant
Ben Brush
Typhoon II
Plaudit
Manuel
His Eminence
Agile
Stone Street
Wintergreen
Worth
Old Rosebud
Regret
George Smith
Omar Khayyam
Exterminator
Sir Barton
Behave Yourself
Black Gold
Flying Ebony
Bubbling Over
Whiskery


